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T he merry Wittes of iVindfir. 

Gentleman : but *Ame loues him not, for l know tA»t 
mindeas well as another do’s, out vpont, what haue / 
forgot. Ex * 

ASlus Secwidus • Scan* Prim * . 

Enter Miflris Page, CMtfiris Ford, Mafier Page , Mafier 
Ford , Pifloll,Nm, Quickly, Bofi, Shallow. 


xjiti.Page. What, haue /fcap’d Louc-letters in the holly, 
day-time of my beauty, and am I now a fubieft for them l 
let me fee. 


Askemenoreafbn why I loue you, fir though LouevfeRea - 
fin for hie preciftan, bee admits him not for hie Counfailour: 
you are not young,no more am I • goe to then, there s fimpathie : 
you are merry, fi am I: ha, ha, then there's moreftmpathie : 
yon loue/acke , and fo doe l : mouldy out defvre better fimpathie i 
Let it fnjfice thee ( Miflrie Page) at the leafi if the Lone of 
Souldter can fujfice, that l loue thee : I will notfitj[pitty me, 
’tie not a Souldter-likephrafe J but I fay , loue me * 

Hy me, thine owne true Knight, by day or night : 

Or any kindeof light, with all his might. 

For thee to fight, IohnFaiflajfe. 


WhataHWWof is this ? O wicked, wicked world. 
Onethat is well-nyc worneto peeces with age 
To (how himfclfeayoung Gallant l Whatanvnwaicd 
Behauiour bath this Flemilh drunkard pickt ( with 
The Dcuills name ) out of my conucrfation, that hce dares 
7n this manner aifay me ? why, hee hath not beene thrice 
/nmy Company, what ihould I fay to him !I was then 
Frugall of my mirth : ( heauen forgiue race, ) why ile 
Exhibit a Bill in the Parliament for the putting downe of 
men, how (hall I be reueng'd on him? for reueng'd I will 
bet as fare as his guts are made of puddings. 

Ait/. Ford* Mijlrii Page, truft me, 1 was going to yout 
houfei 







william Shakespeare Merry Wives of Windsor (stc 22301 ) loni 


7 he merry iViues ofJVindfor . 

2lftf.Tage.kaA truft me,! was going to you: you [ooke 
very ill. 

Mtf.Ford . Nay, ile nerc bclceue that j I haue to (hew to 
the contrary. 

Mifipage ’Faith but you doe in my minde. 

Mi f Fords Well •' I doe then ; yet I fay, I could (hew 
you to the contrary ; O Miftiis Page, giue mec fomc coun* 
Me. 

Mtf.Page. What’sthc mattcr,woman f 
Mtf.Ford • O woman; ifit were not for one trifling re* 
fpedj could come to fuch honour. 

Mif Page. Wang the trifle ( woman ) take the honour) 
what is it? difpence with trifles > what is it ? 

MifFord If I would but goe to hell, foran eternall mo-' 
roent.or fo ; l could be knighted. 

Mtf.Page. What thou lieit /Sir Alice Ford ? thefe Knights 
will hacke,and fo thou (houldfl not alter the article of thy 
Gentry. 

Mtf Ford. Wee burne day-light 5 heere, read, read 5 
perceiue how I might be knighted, I (hall thinke the worfc 
of fat men, as longas I haue an eye to make difference of 
mens liking 5 and yet hce would not fwearc : praife 
womens modefly j and gaue luch orderly and wclbeha- 
ued reproofeto all vncomelindTe,that 1 Would hauefworn 
his diipofition would haue gone to the truth of his 
words : but they doe no more adhere and keepe place to- 
gether, then the hundred Pfalmes to the tune of Greene-: 
flecues: Whattempcft ([ troa /threw this Whale.f with fo 
many Tuns of oyle in his belly ) a’ilioare at Windfor.’How 
(hall I bereuengedon him? I thinke the bed way were, 
toentertaine him with hope, till the wicked Are of lull haue 
melted him in his owne greafe. Did you euer heare the 
like ? 

Mtf? age. Letter for letter ; but that the name of 
Page and Ford differs ) to thy great comfort in this my- 
ftery of ill opinions, beer’s the twyn-brother of thy Let- 
ter 5 but let thine inherit firflr, for I proteft mine neucr 
Ml* I warrant hec hath a thoufand of thefe Letters, writ 
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